
 

 

 Family History Surgeries Research days at your local library 

Members of the Cambridgeshire Family History Society are available to help with your family 
history research at local libraries : 

Every Tuesday at March  Library 10am - 12.45pm, 2.15pm to 5pm. 

Every  Wednesday at Ely  Library 10am - 12.45pm, 2.15pm to 5pm 

Every third Thursday of the month  at Bar Hill Library.10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm   

Every second Friday of the month Arbury Court Library (Cambridge)    10am-1pm, 2pm-5pm 

INFORMATION  

CFHS Meetings 2008 

Girton Glebe Afternoons 

Saturday 13 December  Rebels Rogues Crime and Punishment – Brian Jones 

Girton Glebe Computer Club 

Saturday 13 December Your favourite websites 

City Branch 

 Friday 12 December  To be confirmed 

On 11 November 1918 the Armistice was signed 
between the Allied and German armies, ending the 
First World War – a global war that lasted four 
years, extinguishing millions of lives.  
A pan-BBC Learning campaign to commemorate the 
90th anniversary of the Armistice, 1918-2008: 
Ninety Years Of Remembrance , will run in the 
days leading up to 11 November 2008. 
With the aim of personalising the act of 
remembrance and bringing World War One vividly 
alive in the present, it will feature documentaries, 
dramas and live events across BBC One, BBC Two, 
BBC Four and at bbc.co.uk/remembrance. 
There will also be radio programming both on 
network radio and across the BBC's radio stations in 
the nations and regions, as well as a host of free, 
local events open to all.  
Bringing together people from all over the UK, 1918–
2008: Ninety Years Of Remembrance will encourage 
individuals and families to look into the stories and 
documents of their relatives who served in the First 
World War through events, online activity and 

multiplatform services. 
People will be able to post their family artefacts, 
photographs and memories at bbc.co.uk/remembrance 
on the wall of remembrance.  
Through links to an array of family history sites, they 
will also be able to research their relatives' role in the 
war and delve into their family history as well as 
learning more about the events of the Great War. 
These include a link through to Ancestry who are 
waiving their charges for the month of November for 
people to search the remaining British Army First 
World War service and pension records (otherwise 
only available by visiting National Archives in Kew) 
and the British Army First World War "medal rolls" 
online. 
"In My Family At War, our eight TV presenters 

uncover  some extraordinary and emotional stories 
from their own families, and we hope that BBC 
listeners and viewers will join them on their own 
individual journeys of discovery to the trenches of 
France and beyond."  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
pressoffice/
pressreleases/stories 

 

 

Cambridgeshire Family History Society 

Computer Club   11am –1 pm 

 Family History Society Websites 

Cambridge City Branch  

St Laurence’s Church Hall Milton Rd. Cambridge                
Friday 14 November  7.15-9pm      

Afternoon Meeting     2pm 
50 Years in Cambridge with the CEN -Rodney Tibbs 

The talk  looks at the early days of the Cambridge Daily News, as it then was, and the way in which it reflected 
society - early television, cinemas, rationing, daily life and so on.   It also touches on the way newspapers were 
produced and contrasts it with today's entirely computerised approach.’    
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November 

Newsletter 
Girton Glebe School    

  Cambridge Rd. Girton  

Saturday 8 November 2008 

Visit the Cambridgeshire Family History  via our website 

www.cfhs.org.uk 

Mike Petty -First World War in Cambridge 

    Lunch break.  1pm-2pm       
Caroline Norton : How to begin 

Caroline will introduce you to Your Family History OR Take the opportunity to use Ancestry.co.uk (free of 
charge) to trace any of your ancestors with the help of our knowledgeable volunteers.  

What was life like  for those living in Cambridge during World War 1? 

Here Mike Petty will show w hat life was like for those who were not away serv-
ing their King and country. 

We will also be able to find out the resources that are available to us, when re-
searching our own ancestors during this period. 

The photograph on the right is from the website listed on Page 3. 
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For further information on 
membership please contact  

The Membership Secretary at :    

56 The Boundary, Oldbrook, Milton 
Keynes, Bucks MK6 2HT 

E-mail at: membership@cfhs.org.uk 

For general information please 
contact  

The Secretary at: 

43 Eachard Road Cambridge            
CB3 0HZ 

 E-mail at: secretary@cfhs.org.uk 

City Branch  Organiser 

Marian French 

E-mail at 
vice.chairman@ccfhs.org.uk 

Programme Organiser  

 Girton Glebe School      

  Joan Newman                            
E mail 

f.newman2@ntlworld.com  

WEBSITE 

www.cfhs.org.
uk 

Computer Club Organiser           

Helen Tarbox 

E-mail at 

computer.club@tarbys.eclipse.co.uk 

 

Visit the Cambridgeshire Family History Bookstall via our website 

EVENTS 

March Branch Meetings are held at March Library on  the first  
    Tuesday of each month      

Branch Contact :Honor Kennedy   Waverneyhopper1@btopenworld.com 

The Best Days of your Life 

A History of Parkside Community College 

Cambridge & County Folk Museum 

 6th October – 23rd December 

The Folk Museum is going back to school with its latest exhibition celebrating the history of The Central School 
and Parkside Community College. This institution claims an illustrious list of former pupils including: creator of 
the St. Trinian’s cartoons, Ronald Searle; and Ben Thapa of pop-band G4 fame! Popular author Nick Hornby 
also featured his teaching experience at Parkside in his best selling novel ‘Fever Pitch’.  

 Although children have been taught at Melbourne Place since 1913, the origins of the school goes back much 
further. Indeed, the story of Parkside goes hand-in-hand with the development of the British education system, 
from the earliest provision of education in 1870 to the comprehensive system introduced a century later.  

This fascinating exhibition uses objects and memories collected from former pupils and staff to provide an in-
sight into the life of a school which spans nearly a century. Assistant Curator Becky Proctor comments, ‘We 
have had a lot of positive response from former pupils all keen to relate their personal memories or offer school 
mementoes. Whether they were pupils in the 1920’s or 1980’s, the school is remembered with great fondness’. 
The event is part of the museum’s Our Collections for Our Community project which is funded by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.  

Normal admission charges apply. Free to locals ticket holders. Opening times: Tues – Sat 10.30am to 5.00pm, 
Sundays 2 – 5pm. Last admissions 4.30pm. 
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SPEAKER PROFILES 

Mike Petty  needs no introduction as he is well known throughout the region.  He 
lectures to groups from primary classes to old folks’ homes, International Summer 
Schools and conferences.  He was Librarian of the Cambridgeshire Collection for over 
30 years and has daily and weekly columns in the Cambridge Evening News.  He 
continues to share his knowledge offering a personal research and picture search 
service. He has written numerous books on Cambridgeshire and the Fens including 
‘Vanishing Cambridgeshire’.  

WEBSITES 

GIRTON GLEBE : RODNEY TIBBS 

CITY BRANCH MIKE PETTY 

Rodney Tibbs has spent a lifetime in journalism, is the author of three topographical books dealing with various 
aspects of East Anglia, and his radio play “Highjack at Penrose Gardens” was broadcast by the BBC in its Mid-
week Theatre series.  

For many years he was a feature writer and later features editor of the Cambridge Evening News.    After winning 
a travelling fellowship for scientific writing he visited the Antarctic with the British Antarctic Survey which now 
has its headquarters at Cambridge.  

Today he specialises in transportation and motoring journalism and outside work is keenly interested in garden-
ing and horticulture and is an RHS listed speaker. 

He lives at Cheveley just outside Newmarket and is married with three children.  

http://cambridge-back-chat.blogspot.com/ 

While searching for items for this Newsletter, I 
stumbled across this excellent site which is full of 
reminiscences and photographs. 

If  anyone knows Andrew Brett, I would love to get 
in touch with him! 

Marian French 

FENLAND HISTORY ON FRIDAYS 
Fenland History on Friday is not a club or society. Its just a series of presentations on aspects of local history 
open to anybody who cares to come along. It is also a good place to find out all the news of what is going on in 
the history world in Cambridgeshire.  

This autumn’s sessions, arranged by Mike Petty, cover a wide range of topics from a variety of lecturers.  

Meetings are held at Ely Library on Fridays from 10.15 to noon and cost £2 on the door. 

Numbers are limited to 50 each session, so come early to avoid disappointment. These Fridays run from Octo-
ber  –right through to late Spring 

For further details contact Mike Petty  at  mikepetty@tiscali.co.uk 


